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OF THE 


Corporation of CUTLERS, 


OF 17 


| Lordſhip of HALLAMSHIRE, 


IN T HE 


County of YORK. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HIS Diſcourſe, which was . 
by your Appointment, is at laſt | 


publiſhed at your Requeſt. 
Had I cou myſelf ouly, I 


ſhould ſcarcely have ventur'd to ſend it abroad; 
but as you ſeem'd perſuaded, and have almoſt 
perſuaded me, that making it publick will be 
of Uſe to your Body, I muſt either comply 
with you, or contradict myſelf, Contradict, I 
mean, that Maxim not more political than 
/ | religt- 


tereſt of one to the Benefit of many. 


DEDIEFCATIESN. 
religious, which in the following Pages I have 
recommended to you, of ſubmitting the In- 


If it 

is a Man's Intereſt to conſult his Reputation, 

then it will be granted me, my Enemies be- 
ing Judges, that in complying with your Pe- 
tition, I have made a fair and honeſt Sacrifice 

of mine; for that with Regard to myſelf 
alone, my Sermon had better died i in the Pul- 
pit, than lived in the Prefs. - Jam far 
from thinking it worthy of being preſerved. 

I am ſure many will ſay it is not, who are 

not capable of thinking about it. Others will 

incline to this Side or that, as Envy or Aﬀec- 
tion lends them Bias, And as to ſuch as are 
both able and free to judge, I doubt not but 
they will rather pity my hard Dilemma, than 
cenſure my Choice; and allow it to be better 
that I ſhould publiſh my Incapacity, than my 

Inſincerity. But let thoſe, into whoſe Hands 

it may fall, think or fay what they will of it, 

if it meets with the ſame kind Reception from 
you in the Sheets, that it did in the Delivery, 

1 ſhall be quite ealy ; and if it anſwers your 

Expectations as to its Uſefulneſs, I ſhall be 

amply recompenced for any Credit 1 may loſe 

by the Publication. 

After ſuch a Declaration, to commend you 
(tho ever fo deſervedly) may look like hiring 
you to be civil, and give thoſe, who are gra- 

vel'd with my Outery againſt Oppreſion, the 
moſt favourable Opportunity of retaliating 


upon me * the Charge of Bribery. pra 
| Do e 
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the Fear of that ſhall. not: reſtrain me Grad ren- 


dering Honour to whom Honour is due; or 


from ſhewing the World, from a few ſhort 


Hints, how much you deſerve a larger Enco- 
mium. And though this will — 


draw me out into an injudicious Length, yet 


it will be a farther Proof how much I am in 


earneſt, when I adviſe you to prefer the pub- 

| lick Good to any private or ſelfiſh Regards. 
To begin then with the Origin of your 

Corporation. And here it may boaſt an 


Honour almoſt peculiar to itſelf, that it doth 


not, as others do, derive its Being from Let- 
ters Patent, or Grant, or Preſeription, but 
from an Act of Parliament obtained in the 
Reign of King James I. and though one 
hundred and twenty Vears are not Age ſuffi- 
cient to allow you to pique yourſelves upon 
its Antiquity, yet it may be ſaid much more 
to your Glory, that during that long Tract of 
Time, which, through the Factions and Con- 


tentions of diſagreeing Parties, hath ſeen the 
Diffolution -of -many Charters, yours ſtands 


firm and unſhaken upon the ſure and laſting 


Baſis of Truth and Juſtice, Unity and Con- . 


cord. — Shall I ſpeak of its Fame? If I 
ſhould, 1 have the Precedent of various Wri- 
ters of good Reputation to keep me in.Coun- 
Kine ne The well known Cambden eſpe- 


_ cially thought it deſerving an honourable. 
Mention in his Hiſtory, and fignaliz'd this 


Town by the Credit of its Manufacture. 
TO Eſteem ſhe hath acquir d abroad may 
A 2 be 
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be eaſily infer'd from the Extenſiveneſs of hes 
Traffick. : Foreigners talk of her with much 
Reſpect, and with good Reaſon, ſince ſo 
many of them enjoy the Sweets of her La- 
bour, and have amaſs'd to themſelves ay e 
Fortuncs by the Sweat of her Brow.. 
ſhort, ſhe is not without Honour, ſave in Foo 
on Country; and even that might be borne, 
if they who daily eat of her Bread, did not, 
to their Qs t, cruelly add refſion. 
— Shall I — Notice 0 her Ingenuity? 
Alas! her Works ſpeak much better Things 
for her, than I am able, But this I may 
venture to ſay, this is obvious to every ane, 
that her conſtant Diſcovery of new Arts, 
and Improvement in the old, is a plain and P 
certain Evidence, that as there is no End of 
her Invention, ſo neither of her Perfection. 
— Shall I mention her Uſefulneſs? And 
that is univerſal. There are but few Parts of 
the known World that are not indebted to 
her. There is ſcarcely a Mechanick who 
| doth not depend upon her. If they find 
the Hand, {he furniſheth the 1 But 
why ſhould I confine its Utility to the Artiſt, 
3 every other Perſon, of What Proſeſſion. N 
or 8 or Place, or Station, or even Sex 
ſoever, is beholden to it; ſince the neceſſary 
Offices and Affairs of Life cannot decently be 
performed and executed without it? —— 
2 Shall I give you an Inſtance of f her 
Generofity? Yes, one there is, which I cannot 
overloak, and that fs is, her uncommon, if not 
80 i unprece- 


DE DIC AT ION. 


unptecedented Indulgence to Apprentices, in 
. rewarding them — for thoſe Services, 
which ſhe hath a Right to exact without any 
Reward at all, 3 Encouragement which, 
though abus d by ſome, hath laid the Foun» 
dation of the Happineſs 'of others. Whether 
this Cuſtom is politick, or otherwiſe ; he- 
* it tends to the Advantage, or 8 
of your Society (a Queſtion much debated) 
I hall not take upon me to determine. But 
er it may be, or may not be an Argu- 
ment of your Judgment, it "aſt be allowed 
to be, what I intended by it, a Proof of 
your Generofity. 
And now, how is it poſlible to behold you, 
0 ancient, amicable, famous, ingenious, uſe- 
ful, and generous a Corporation, wits 
withing you Proſperity? without contributing 
to it as far as one is able? —— To on | 
End give me Leave, to the Inſtructions recom- 
mended to you in the enſuing Diſcourſe, to 
add this further Word of . which tho 
too ſecular for the Pulpit, may here have a pro- 
per Place, and that is, That you will endeavour 
to keep up (alas! I ſhould rather have {aid re- 
m_ the Rates: or Prices of your Manufac- 
You were eautious enough, and yet not 
more cautious than prudent, to ſecure its Re- 
tation by Law, = Law by which. you 


ame incorporated; the main End and De- 


Gen of hich. both Law and; Corporation 
wan, to . 7 — 


DEDICATION. 
ruined or diſgraced by diſhoneſt or unſkilful 


Artificers. And one would imagine, that in 


thus guarding your Credit you had ſome Con- 


cern for your Intereſt, and that in the Act 
wherein you have ſo carefully provided againſt 
your impoſing upon others, there was no Oc- 


caſion for a Clauſe to prevent Self-Impoſition, 


or to oblige you to proportion your Wages to 


your Work, your Profits to your Pains.— 


But needleſs as it may appear, how ſtands the 


Fact? Is not ſome ſuch Reſtraint wanted, 
and (if practicable) much to be wiſhed ? Is it 


not notorious, that tho' your Art is preſerved, 
the Artiſt is not recompenced? Who ſees not, 


that you depreciate the Work of your own 
Hands, and fell your Ingenuity, - yea your 


very Labour, for nothing? Who is not 


griev'd to behold ſuch unrewarded Induſtry, 
ſuch a Waſte of Workmanſhip? And whence 
is this odd Miſtake? Is it that you know not 
their intrinfick Worth? And therefore, to 


avoid Extortion, run into the contrary Ex- 


treme of Self-Oppreſſion? Or proceeds it 
from a generous Contempt of Riches, or 


from a Principle of Self- Denial, or from an 


humble Defire to continue poor your ſelves, 
whilſt. you are making many rich? Theſe 
would be fawning, flattering Reaſons: To 


ſay this would be 7o break your Head with 


my precious Balms; whereas my profeſſed De- 
ſign is to ſmite you friendly and reprove you. 
And therefore I am to tell you, that however 
this Under-rating your Skill and Pains may 
= 5 3 Wear 


„ 
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| wear the Features of Honeſty, Generoſity, of 

_ Humility, I am afraid it is born of baſer Pa- 
rents; that it proceeds from Pride, Impatience, 
Avarice, Emulation, Envy and Self-ſeeking ; 
from a foul Deſign of purchaſing a private 
Trade at the Expence of the Publick. —— 
This is too often the Caſe with young Begin- 
ners, They are in a Hurry to get into Buſi- 
neſs ; they ruſh at all; and if they cannot find 
a Way, they force one; and ſtrike deeply into 
Commerce, tho' they are ſure to loſe their 
Reward. —2— But now this Method of 
eſtabliſhing themſelves is not more diſhonoura- 
ble than impolitick; it is murdering Cun- 
ning; and what one ingeniouſly obſerves of 
Intempeſtivity, may be as juſtly ſaid of their 
Precipitancy, that it is Diligence to prevent 
what they aim to accompliſh. If they pro- 
ceed in this Courſe, they are buſy to no Pur- 
poſe ; if they change their. Meaſures, there is 
an End of. their Merchandize ; 'whereas a pa- 
tient Induſtry would, tho' a flow, be a ſure 
Way of bringing about their Deſigns, would 
t them into a ſafe and thriving Road, and 
not only fill their Hands with Buſineſs, but 
pay them for their Hurry. Nor is this 
Error peculiar to the raw and unexperienc'd, 
but is ſometimes diſcernible in the more con- 
firmed and ſettled Tradeſman. This hath his 
Jealouſy, as well as that his Envy; and to 
keep out a Rival, will give in his Gains. Thus 
the Maſter and Servant frequently become 
Competitors, the one ſeeking. to Wan 5 


DEDICATION. 
the other to ſtarve his Opponent; both ſtriving 


together not to the Edification, but Deſtruc- 
tion of the Body. 


But this n Strife, this Rf Pais 


ciple, is not the ſole Cauſe that the Labourer, 
tho' worthy, is often diſappointed of his Hire. 


There is another Reaſon to be aſſigned for it, | 
and that is Neceſſity, which is ſometimes 


your Fault, ſometimes your Misfortune. But, 
be the Occaſion what it will, it is a ſore Evil, 


and loudly calls for Redreſs—A Remedy hath - 


been thought of, hath been begun by one 
who loved your Society, and had long, with 
a generous Compaſſion, beheld Neceflity 
drawing Oppreſſion after it, and often la- 


| mented the hard Fate of the poor and indi- 


gent Workman driven by pinching Hunger 
into the Mouths of thoſe Oppreſſors, who/ 
Teeth are as Swords, and their Faw-Teeth as 
Kmves, to devour the Poor from off the Earth, 
and the Needy from among Men: And there- 


fore hath charitably 9 a lending 


Fund for their immediate Supply, that ſo they 


may be neither ſtarved for ant of Bread, 
nor ruined at the ſame Time that they are re- 


lieved ——— This is a fair and promiſing Eſ- 
ſay towards a Refuge for the Oppreſſed, and 
Charity muſt be very cold, if ſo good an Ex- 
ample ſhould not encourage or prompt others, 
wuhoſe Fortunes will allow the Imitation, to 
. and compleat it. But however 


they may be diſpoſed, you have a Remedy 
within yourſelves: Should their Charity be 
f wanting, 


, 4 
6— ———————————_. 


a 23 — 4 tn, 


4 
* F ä * „6 — 6t * 
- 
. 
. 
* 
- 
. 
” 


"DEDIGAT1 ON. 

wanting, bur own Diſeretimn wooksi in 4 
From the Way of the: evil: ian, from the Man 
who is ready to make an unjuſt Advantage of 
your Neceſſmies, to thrivẽ by oppteſſue Gains, 
is that of a provident Frngality 
in the Sermon I have pre 


one 


World, have at laſt facrific'd their All to 
their Vanity; have buried the Fruits of many 
Years hard Labour in the Foundation of a 
Houſe ; or ſhould their Purſe (to make their 
Folly more conſpicuous) carry them up to the 
Roof, they then with Tears in thelr Eyes, 
and Hunger in their Teeth, behold the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Reconverſion, and reducing it 
back to its firſt Principles. And thus their 
goodly Piles are in the Crucible of Want 
melted down again into Iron and Steel: And if, 
ging in the Workmanſhip, they make out the 
etal, they play the Chymiſt very well. This 
is a Truth fo notorious, that was I ſtudious to 
\ conceal it, the very Stone would cry out of the 
Wall, and 55 Beam out of the Timber would 
WW againſt you. e e 
N 1 
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10 N. 
having ſhewed you 
to yourſelves it in a faithful Mirror, pointed out 

your Blemiſhes as well as Beauties, and cen- 
ſured and commended with equal Freedom, 1 
hope the Liberty J have us d in the former, 

will acquit me of the Imputation of Flattery 
in the latter; will be a- ſufficient Evidence 
that 1 have your Intereſt truly at Heart; that 
I have fought to mend your Policy, not con- 
-fulted my own ; and whether by Commenda- 
tion or Cenſure, have endeavoured to approve 
| myfeif | 


£ * 
0 „ii b 1 5 * 7 . * : . 4 


v & 


* 


* 
- $ 4 
0 F . * "of v . 
9 * : 4 * * 4 A I $4 # & 4 Ix 
* - 3 
. * * 
11 | | 
_ 1 >, . ber 7 EL | ; 
p I * . 
1 » V Es 8.4 4 * n ws 1 4 1 1 
9 * 
3 * * * 
4 t * 1 1 * 4 # 
3 5 2-0 23 A 3 : "> 4 4 . o 344+ A 1 


2 2 o : "+ * * 
F * 2 #5 » 4 L - 1 
7 a » > g * . 8 
TY 4 Ca ; : : 5 , : $ ; " ” SE 7 
4 * Py * 1 > * * F « y 7 8 3 : 2 : 
* a | J 4 A iF "of | 
Nov, 15, 1742. e e 5 
* PRs — * „ 5 . 4 i & . + 
* WP Xx . % 
4 E 5 + 7 g 


? 4 2 4 3 
* 3 e WF 
* 
- * 4 
7 x } | 2 
— * 4 » - 1 
a N 
2 
- * - 
$ 
* 
— 1 1 * . 
* 
£ * * * 9 
& * * Py Fre 
4 
1 3 
* * $ 
v2 » 
* t 
þ > . 
1 1 * 1 
f X 5 
7 1 
. 
= 5 
4 
# a wy * 
* * - * - 
3 F 
* " * - "8 
® 
— * = 
x : * 'X +4 
8 
E23 > pF * T 8 Ro. wh, ; 1 


1 
£ * \ # -# 
4 8 . 
- 
- 
Cd 2 22 2 2 


wee erat tag — 22 2 — . 2 .. — 


EccLss. iv. 9, 10. 


r . 
— * — , >. a 4 A * . 


Tiwo are better than one, becauſe 2460 
Have @ good Reward for their Le- 


bour. 


For if they fall, the one will lift up 
His Flor. But Woe unto him that. 
is alone when be falleth, "x be bal 
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HESE Words are a "Gillen bot N 
henſive Deſcription of the great Neceſ- 
a ſity and Uſefulneſs of Society, and the 

Wretchedneſs of the contrary State; 
| an are © fs: plain and obvious, that they ſtand in 
need of no Opening or Explication. So plain as 
probably to draw upon them the Sneer and Con- 

tempt of ſome whoſe Ear is more delicate than 
their Judgment, and may therefore ſeem to want 
an Apologiſt rather than a Commentator. But the 
one will appear as unneceſfary as the other, not 
only by conſidering that ſuch a Style is very well _ 
7 — to a proverbial Writer, but alſo that as it 
was Solomon's principal Aim through, this Whole 
Book, to withdraw our Eyes from bebolding Vanity; 

and fix them upon ſomething ſolid, it was there- 
fore highly proper for him to avoid the Oſtenta - 
tion of fine Words and Language, which 
perhaps is none of the leaſt of the Vanities be 1 
bebeld under the Sun; and inſtead of light, ſuperſi- 


Gial Rherarick, deliver v. rtant and 
x * * HO: 
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he Truths; of which my Text is an excellent 
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Two are better than one, Ke. 


1 ſcour ing upon which Words 1 wall 
1 Speak of Society in general. 5 
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II. A ply m rayfelf to that in 1 which 
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bat this Day called us * 


1. Then, for Society: in general. As tie ed 
(2s I before obſerved). is ſo elear as to want no 
Comment, ſo is the Pro; ſition conralhed ! in it ſo 
evident as to want no Proof; if it did; to the 
Authority of Solomon. might be added-the Autho- 
rity of one infinitely greater than Solomon, even of 
that All-wiſe Being, who granted the King his 
Heart's Deſire, viz. an.underſtanding Heart. — When 

the Wiſe Man ſaid, Tuo are better than one, he 
ſpake the Senſe of Wiſdom itſelf, which batt alſo 

red, that it is not goed that May ſhowld- be 
along... But had we received it neither from 
Heaven, nor of Men, yet he who. could doubt of 
this Truth, would leave us no room to doubt of 
the Strength of his Prejudices, or Weakneſs of 
his Judgment. But now though the Confirmation 
of it is not nece yet the Contemplation may be 
uſeful. To take <q, of Man in the two con- 
tracy Lights of a focial and a folitery State; his 
Happineſs in the one, his Wreichedneſs in the 
other, cannot but inſpire us, every Time we 
make t Compariſon, with new and further De- 
grees Gratitude: towards God, and Benevolence 
ta cach other. And to thoſe good Ends it may 
ſill more conducive, if we firſt behold him in 
Solitude. At leaſt we ſhall be more agreeably 
entertained; by leaving the 1 Proſpect to 
che lall. Nu, W 2 Coaldermign of ep 

1 9280 ; 


with Monſters, if Nature had not, and 


left PAY totally delticnte oh A * Comipe- 
nion, Friend or Fellow, is, though but am imagi-.. 
nary; Scene, ſo gloomy and diſconſolate, that it 
would be quite cruel to draw the Curtain without 
changing it for a better. Beginning then with 
his ſolitary State, let us paſs over his weak and 
tender —— For though nothing can afford us. 
a hyclier Image or more moving Repreſentation 
of the Imbecillity of human Nn than the Sight 
of a poor and helpleſs Infant; nothing ſtrike us 
with a deeper Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs of S. 
lamos s — Woe unto him that is alone 3 
yet this would be an Argument more proper to 
ſhew that Mankind could not ſubſiſt at all, t rip 
that they would live wretchedly without the 
of Society; would rather prove the nece 
tinction than the Miſeries of the human Race _ 
out the: mutual Aid and Aſſiſtanee of each other. 
n taking therefore a Survey of the unhappy 
Condition of Man in an unſocial State, we will 
conſider him as mature or full grown; his natural 
Powers and Faculties in their higheſt Perfection; 
thus formed and furniſhed, let ua ſuppoſe him caſt 
upon an unpeopled Iſland, far from his own Coun- 
try and Kindred, and even from his own Like- 
neſs; baniſhed all human Sight or Converſe, and 
doom'd to live in perpetual Solitude. What un- 
ealy Thoughts and Apprehenſions muſt inceſſantly 
haunt and purſue him in this furlorn and uncom- 
fortable Situation? Jena what: Fears, yea what 
Doubts, yea what Deſpair? ont while expecting 
to periſh for want of Proviſion, another for ant 
of. ion 3 now to be famiſhed, now again to 
be devoured; for Fancy would ſupply the Place 


imaginary 
Perils as effectually deſtroy the Peace of his Mind 
us real Dangers. Te Years of a Hireling com- 
pared to his would be Years of Jubilee. For if 
the one groan d under his Orb den, Tis rar 
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ſome Comfort to him that his Greiins- were heard; 
and that there was found a Heart and a Tongue 
to pity, though not an Arm to preſerve. But to 
whom can the other ſpeak in the Anguiſh of his 
pirit, to whom complain in the Bitterneſs of his 
Soul? Where will he find an Ear to hear his pite- 
ous Tale, or a Boſom wherein to pour his Griefs, 
and eaſe his troubled Heart? His Lovers and 
Friends are all loſt to him, and bis Acquaintance hid 
Far out of his Sight. And though the Charity of 
Strangers is generally very cold, a Complaint to 
the heedleſs Paſſenger very fruitleſs; yet dull as 
their Ears, cold as their Charity is, it's a Privi- 
lege, a Satisfaction denied to him, even that of 
rying out, Is it nothing to you all, ye that paſs ty?” : 
behold rap and if there PRIN like nt 4 
- But now; to make his Solitude as ay to kim 
as we can, let us ſet him at a ſecure Diſtance from 
every Fear, and every Danger, and every Want. 
except that of an Aſſociate; yea. excepting that, A | 
let us put him in Poſſeſſion of every . Joy: "= 
But alas! that excepted, all the Joys on Earth' | | 
would be taſteleſs rr inſipid. To this Effect the 
Poet introduceth our firſt Parent complaining to 
the Almighty, before, to crown his other Bleſſings, 
God had provided him a Partner. And the T 
was juſt and natural, the Dictate of Reaſon, and 
the Voice of common Senſe, and what the leaſt 


Reflection upon the ſame ſolitary State cannot hut 11 
ſuggeſt to the Mind of Man. — The Scriptures = 2 
indeed which exhibit to us God's Compaſſion; give = 
us no Account of Adam's Complaint. But his 1 


Want was not leſs for being relieved unaſked:- 
The Favour indeed was greater, but the Exigency 
the ſame. . ee _ IT 
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ſhould be alone; ili to leave him ſo would he to 
- mock and difappoint that ſocial Principle he had 
breathed into him; and therefore without giving 
him Time to murmur, he obviated his Miſery, in 

mating bim a Help meet for bim. — If then he, — 


firſt of human Race, fo vaſtly ſuperior to any of 


his Deſcendents in Wiſdom, Power and Strength, 


who had no natural Wants or Weakneſſes to ſtrug · 


gle with ; whoſe Eaſe -or Security,” no Dangets 
from without, or Fears from within, could poſſi- 
bly interrupt or annoy; whom every Creature in 
this lower World acknowledged for their Sove- 
reign; and to whoſe Enjoyment and Satisfaction 
all chearfully contributed; if he amidſt all this 
. and Empire was ſtill poor without a 

artner; if his Solitude was an Gver- balance for 


his Sovereignty; if this his ſeemingly proſperous 


and happy Condition was no other than empty 
 deftitute, till God (as one elegantly hath it) bought 
proper to relieve bim by a miraculous Expedient, to 
divide him, that he might unite him, aud to make one 
Part of him an Aſſociate for the otber; how wretch- 
ed ſhould we be in this our State of Impotence 
and Imperfection, we who are born to Trouble as 
the Sparks fly upthard; ſubject to Doubts and Diſ- 
appointments, Pain and Sorrow, Diſeaſes and 
Death; and inſtead of thoſe high Powers and Pri- 
vileges vouchſafed to Man in his Innocency, Heirs 
of all thoſe Miſeries and Calamities wich "his 
Diſobedience uſher d into the World? If Solitude 
was fo great a Burden before, how much more in- 
tolerable would it be now, with the Addition of 
"theſe fad and wating Circumſtances?" And 


ho in ſuch a Caſe would not be Cragin to cry N | 


with afflicted 9b, My- Soul chooſeth Sun 
Death rather than my Life. 


But bad as it is, this is We 


follow from the Want of Society. For better is it 
; dE RI: than Cy ou 
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ould: not be join'd together in ſome common 
Bond of Amity and Friendſhip; better to live in 
Solitude than in Confuſion, without any Converſe 

At all than in the Company of Savages: And Fm 

afraid Mankind would grow little leſs. flerce and 

furious, rr they not reſtrained or kept in by 
the Laws of Society, For. tho it muſt he 
granted, for the _—_— of human Nature, and in 
Gratitude to its Author, that in the Frame and 
Conſtitution of it are many ſocial Affections; fo 
alſo it cannot be denied hut it hath in it many un- 
ſocial Paſſions. It's true, to keep theſe within 
due Bounds, and prevent their doing Miſchief, 
God hath been pleaſed to ſtrengthen the ſocial 
Principle with the additional Succours of Reaſon 
and Religion; and @ threcfold Cord, the wile Man 
tells us, ic not eaſily broken. : But yet every Pay?'s 
Experience may convince us, that all theſe are too 
weak to: bridle unruly Appetites and Paſſions, and 
therefore demand the further Aid of civil Sanc- 
tions. Nay, when that is added, ſtill more Force 
4s bee it being too notorious : that all Laws, 
as well human as divine, are frequently an inof- 
fectual Curb for the Reſtraint of our evil and cor 
rupt Inclinations. How rampant then would they 
grow, | how would they domineer, how ſtrangely 
2 whe if, let looſe; from both? And without 
ty what would become of Laws, what. of 
Reign Why thoſe would not be at all, and 
this m_ wg x by” Influence. f 
1 ays Puffendorff, we.ſhould. preſent to our 
* Imagination, 4 Man of full; Age placed alone 
„ upon; our Globe, deſtitute of all thoſe Helps 
it, and Conveniences with. vrhich the Sagacity of 

Man hach rendred Life more eaſy and happy, 

e ye ſhould behold an Animal naked, dumb, 
empty, ſatisfying; his Hunger with Roots and 
1 Ha, his I hirſt with the next Brook; and, 
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„defend. himſelf from the Injuries of the Wea⸗ 
& ther, expoſed to the Fury of wild Beaſts, and 
e frighted with every Creature he met. 
But now, without ſuppoſing, let us take the 
World as it is; not furniſhed with one only, but 
ſtock'd with Inhabitants without Number; then 
let us begin to ſuppoſe that all theſe Inhabitants 
lived together in a State of Equality; had all 
Things in common; that there was no ſuch Thing 
as Property; or, if the Right was in the firſt 
Poſſeſſor, yet that there was no Fence, no Inclo- 
ſure, no Law to preſerve it; and in one Word, 
that each was ſeparate and independent of the 
other, and ty*d together by no Bond or Ligament 
whatſoever: What a Scene of Horror and Confu- 
ſion ſhould we ſee then? (We ſhould behold, in- 
| ſtead of one poor, naked, helpleſs Man, Millions 
of the Species far more wretched and miſerable, 
Inſtead of Water, their Thirſt would frequently 
be for Blood; and inſtead of being annoy'd or 
frighted with wild Beaſts, they would be too apt 
to tear and devour, and conſume one another: 
The World would, in a great Meaſure, be the Seat 
of War, and tbe Earth would not cover ber Slain.). 
But let us dwell no longer upon this diſagreea- 
ble and diſmal Proſpect, but turn our Eyes to 
Man in his ſocial. State. And what a bleſſed 
Change is this! From viewing him before weak 
and impotent, defenceleſs and deſtitute, we now 


ſee him ſtrong, ſprightly, ſecure and happy, not 


borne down with the Evils, but enjoying all the 
Comforts and Satisfactions of Life; not oppreſ- 
ſed, but aſſiſted by his Neighbour; not naked, 
but clad delicately; not ſtarving, but faring ſump- 
tuouſiy; not ſeeking a Retreat in Dens and Caves, 
but building ſtately Houſes for his more eaſy and 
delightful Reſidence ; not arming either through 
Jealouſy or Ambition, to ſecure himſelf or to 
moleſt ochers but ſiting Pact) under bis own 
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Vine, and eating of his own Figtree, and drinking 


the Waters of his own Ciſtern. 
Under the happier Auſpices and Protection of 
Society we may behold Twas: and Cities, and 
Kingdoms, rifing up out of barren Waſtes and 
unpeopled Deſerts ; Arts and Sciences out of Ig- 


norance and Error; Light out of Darkneſs; Har- 
mon out of Diſcord; and Order out of Confu- 


ſion. Under her Guidance and Direction we may 


admire the curiqus Syſtems ſpun out of the Philo- 


ſopher's Head, and the no leſs curious Workman- 
ſhip *turn'd out of the Artificer's Hand. And 
here how is it poſſible to paſs by without ſtopping 
a little to take a View of the Manufacture of this 
Town, eſtabliſhed and protected by an Act of the 
Senate? To behold, with a pleaſing Surprize, to 
what Perfection both of Uſefulneſs and Beauty it 
hath been brought by the honeft Induſtry and ex- 
5 Skill of thoſe who are incorporated for 
that Purpoſe. But now all this Dexterity and 

Improvement is the Reſult of Society. To her 
we muſt give juſt Thanks, however we may ap- 
plaud the Ingenuity of the Artiſt. In vain had 
the Earth been e ee with Metals; in vain 
had we been ſo well ſituate by Nature for working 


them into ſo many different Figures, and for ſuch 


different Uſes, had not Society aided us with her 


Counſels, yea had ſne not put her Hand to the Nail, 


and her right Hand to the Workman's Hammer. 


'Yea, farther, in vain had ſhe formed and fintſhed 


the Mechanick, if ſhe had not alfo found à Way 
through the Sea to ſpread our Commerce thro? the 


World. | 


Such are the Bleflings and Advantages arifing 
from Society, ſuch the Miſchiefs and Miſeries 
from the Want of it.-—Our Reflections upon 
which are very agreeable and delightful, and yet 


not more pleaſing than profitable: As they are 
naturally prometive of our Gratitude to God, _ 
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Benevolence to our Brethren; the Affection I: 
meant to awake and ſtir up in us by drawing them 
out to View. To the one, not for increaling the 
Number, but ennobling the Nature of our Kind; 
not for multiplying, but diſtinguiſhing the human 

Species by thoſe excellent Powers and Faculties 
which are neceſlary to a ſociable Creature: To the: 
other, for employing and exerting thoſe peculiar 
Gifts and Endowments to our Benefit and Advan-' 
tage, our Comfort and Satisfaction, our Help, 
Honour and Happineſs. How is it poſſible to 
confider the Divine Being thus fu of ws; with 
out Hearts full of Duty and Regard towards him ? 
How can we contemplate him thus conſulting and 
contriving as well for our Solace as Support, wich- 
out the quickeſt Senſe, and moſt grateful Acknow- 
ledgments of fuch free, and unbounded, and un- 
merited Bounty? How can we behold him, not 
only caring for our Wants, but turning them 10 
our Benefit; out of Weakneſs, ordaining Strengil; 
out of Emptineſs, Fulneſs; Society, out of Soli- 
tude; and Happineſs, out of Mifery ; without 
breaking out into that angelical Hymn of Praife 
and Thankſgiving, Glory be to God on high? -— 
Or again, How can we look upon our Fellow. 
creatures, who are made the Inſtruments of al} 
this Good to us, by whoſe Means we enjoy fo many 
Conveniencies and Comforts, in whoſe Alliance 

we are ſo eaſy, ſecure and happy, and without 
- which we had been ſo poor, and deftitute, and 
wretched, without feeling and expreſſing the moſt 
fond and endearing Kindnefs and Gaal will towards 
Men? Such Thoughts, duly cheriſhed and en- 
couraged, could not fail to ng in our Minds 
very uſeful and admirable Effects; would be an 
excellent Motive to mutual Forbearance and Cha- 
rity ; would tear up all Enmity and Reſentment, 
and every other ill-natur'd Paſſion from our Bo- 
ſom; would knit and unite us to each other in 
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firm, and ſtrong, and almoſt indiſſoluble Bands of 
Amity and Friendſhip; and in a Word, would 
render our preſent Being ſo agreeable and harmo- 
nious, ſo pure, and peaceable, and perfect, that 
it would be a Kind of Paradiſe regained. 

Let the revengeful and malicious Man, who 
now finds it ſo difficult to forgive; or the covet- 
ous Worldling, to whom it 1s ſtill more difficult 


to be ſatisfied; or the envious Perſon, who never 
can be ſo whilſt his evil Eye beholds the Proſpe- 


rity of anather; or the Man who obſerving ſome 


ſuch wayward Tempers in the World, immedi- 
ately and in a Pet withdraws and ſequeſters him- 
ſelf from it, and renounceth all Society and Con- 


verſe with Mankind; let each of theſe ſuppoſe 


himſelf in the ſame Situation and Circumſtances 
with him whoſe ſad and ſolitary State employ'd 


our Thoughts awhile ago; and then let them aſk 


themſelves, provided they may be permitted to 
reviſit theſe happier Climes, and be reſtor'd to the 
Privileges of Society, whether the firſt would 
not, without the leaſt Reſentment or Reluctancy, 
put up thoſe petty Injuries and Aﬀronts which 
now deſtroy his\Patience, and provoke him to 
Vows and Luſt of Revenge? Whether the ſecond 
could not be content to make many rich with half 
that Abundance, in the ſole Poſſeſſion of which he 


himſelf is a Beggar? Whether the third could 
not be happy, though he ſhould ſee his Brother fo 


too? Or, laſtly, Whether the fourth would not 
readily compound for the Errors of Men, for the 


Sake of their Aſſiſtance ? Let theſe People baniſh 
themſelves for a few Moments only in Imagina- 
tion, and then put theſe Queſtions home to their. 
own Hearts; and if they anſwer in the Negative, I 
think the moſt candid and favourable Judges would 
agree with me, that they deſerve to be baniſhed 
in Reality. But I am fully perſuaded they would 

of another Mind; that ſuch a 3 as 
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this would leave a far better Impreſſion hehind it; 
that thus ſurveying the ſocial and ſolitary State in 
oppoſite Lights, they would be greatly improved 
by the Contraſt ; would learn to ſet a true Value 
upon the former; be in love with Society; and 
for their own, if not for their Bretbrens ſake, 
would wiſh it Proſperity. Wt: ona 
Thus far we have conſider'd Society in general; 
the great Advantages ariſing from it, and the no. 
leſs Miſchiefs from the Want of it. I proceed 
therefore, | i e 1 
II. To apply myſelf to that Community in 
particular, which hath at this Time called us toge- 
ther. And now, was it as conſiſtent with Propri- 
ety as Truth, I could with Pleaſure dwell long 
and largely upon the Praiſes of your Community. 
Its Foundation, Fame, Uſefulneſs, Ingenuity,  - 
Generoſity, and Piety, would afford ample Matter 
for a Panegyrick.-—-I know there are Perſons in 
the World who think and ſpeak contemptuouſly 
of all manual Arts or Employments, and hold 
thoſe more eſpecially in Deriſion, which cannot be 
managed and carried on with cleanly or unpol- 
luted Fingers. But what then, is Diligence, which, 
Solomon tells us, will bring a Van to ſtand before 
Kings, ſo deſpicable a. Thing? Or if commenda- 
ble in itſelf, are the Marks of it diſgraceful ? 
Shall an honeſt Craftſman be ſet at nought becauſe 
his Craft wants a little external Purity? And ſhall 
the treacherous and oppreſſive Dealer be held in 
Reputation, whoſe inward Parts are all over Stains, 
becauſe no outward Pollution cleaves to his 
Hands? Shall he, who by hard working and toil- 
ing provides Things bongſ for himſelf and Houſe- 
hold, be deſpiſed ; whilſt he who lives not by his 
Hand- labour, but by Sleigi. who makes haſte 
to be. rich by an unjuſt e, and the Bag of de- 
-ceitful Weights, or by proſtituting his Tongue for 
Hire, confounding all Difference wn 


4 


— 


1 LS 
and Wrong, and making the worſe appear the 
better Argument, ſhall yet be accounted ax bo- 
nourable Man? Certainly he who makes ſo wrong 
4 Judgment muſt have a very weak Head, or a 
very wicked Heart;.-—] mean not by this to caſt 
the leaft invidous Slur upon Trade or Pro- 
feſſion; in all which, from the higheft to the 
loweſt, from' his who wears the long Robe even to 
his who made it; there are and ever will be ſome 
deceitful Workers. A Man's Employment is a very 
> uncertain Standard by which to meaſure his 
Worth : But this, however, I will venture to ſay, 
that were we to compare not the Profeſſions, but 
the Profeſſors together, I am thoroughly perſuad- 
ed the Mechanick would be no Loſer by he Com- 
pariſon.---Notwithſtanding therefore the Prejudi- 
ces of theſe ſuperficial Judges, whoſe Diſcernment, 
like the Phariſees Sanctity, is but Skin deep; I 
might, was the Preacher equal, or the Pulpit pro- 
per, run out into a profuſe and yet juſt Encomium 
upon your ingenious and Jaudable Corporation. 
But waving that fill a more comventent Seaſon, or 
reſerving it for a more ſuitable Place, I chooſe to 
employ the few Minutes left me rather in advifing 
than applauding you, and in contributing, what 1 
am able, towards making you as proſperous and 
happy, as you are induſtrious and deſerving. 
In order to which let me, in the firſt Place, re- 
commend to you the maintaining and keeping up 
a publick Spirit : That every Member of you would 
fix his Eye ſteadily and religioufly upon the Good 
and Welfare of the whole Body; preferring the 
blick to private Intereſt. This is what is meant 
by the Apoſtle, Let no Man ſeek bis own, but every 
Man another's Wealth.--—-Not that we are injoin'd 
by this Precept to love others better than ourſelves. 
„Nature hath taught us a quite different Lei- 
ur fibi'; and hath moreover 


ſon, provimus 4 
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Man's Affection begins at home, yea though his 
ſeemingly moſt diſintereſted Actions are ſo inter- 
woven with ſelf, that it is difficult to ſeparate 
them, yet there is Room enough for the Exereiſe 
and Diſplay of the Virtue I am wiſhing and ſtriv- 
ing to cultivate. We may notwithſtanding extend 
our Benevolence to all the reſt of Mankind, and 
bear a more eſpecial Regard towards them to whom 
we ſtand more eſpecially related; we may wiſh 
and conſult their Happineſs ; we may facrifice a 
8 Pleaſure or Profit; we may give up many 
Conveniences and Advantages to promote it. 
This is that publick Spirit which every one muſt 
mean, who talks either rationally or naturally about 
the Matter; this the Temper I would recommend 
to you, not only upon a religious, but alſo upon a 
ee Tagen - one Means ne irs to the 
oſperity of your Community.-—Every Society is 
a Eng in Miniature. Yours, in its Extent 
and Juriſdiction, more deſervedly may be called 
one; but a Kingdom divided aguinſ itfelf cannot 
fand. And then it is divided, when feparate Mem- 
bers are forming and carrying on feparate Intereſts, 
forgetful of the Whole of which they are a Part. 
This Narrow-mindedneſs is the Peſt and Bane of 
Society, ſubverts its Foundation, and muſt mevi- 
tably lay it in Ruins.-—But now, a publick Spint 
draus a Man from Home; not ſo far as to wee =o 
loſe all Sight or Senſe of ir, but fo as to lengthen his 
View, and enlarge his Proſpect: Not fo as to ſhut 
ſelf out of the Circle of his Affections, but fo as 
to take others into it. It teacheth him to fee and 
ſeek his own in the common Happineſs. It = 
vyents Feuds and Factions, Diviſions and Diſcon- 
tents, envious Thoughts and infidious Practices; 
it deſpiſeth all mean Shifts and Reſerves, all low 
and fordid Cunning, all little and baſe Influences; 


and therefore where it prevails, there can be no 


fecret, no 
duf- 
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diſguiſing or ſelling of Truth, no building private 
Friendſhips upon the Ruins of Equity, no partial 
Dealings, 10 Reſpelt of Perſons, nor any Sort of 
| Views but what center in the publick Good. In 
| hort, a publick Spirit is a publick Bleſſing. Tis 
| the Mother of Peace and good Order, a faſt and 
I faithful Friend to Truth and Benevolence, and the 
ſureſt and honeſteſt Counſeller both in the Framing 
and Execution of Laws, the two main Hinges on 
which hangs the Health or Well-being of Society. 
_ ._2dhy, Next to a publick I muſt perſuade you to a 
provident Spirit, or a careful Thought of To-mor- 
row: Not ſuch a covetous Concern as would, in St. 
Paul's Eſteem, render a Man an Idolater, but ſuch a 
proper and affectionate Care as, in the Judgment of 
the ſame Apoſtle, no Man can want without being 

worſe than an Infidel. It was no Fault in the 4. 
Man, that he carried his Views forward, and /aid up 
Goods for many Years, but that he uſurp'd upon the 

Prerogative of the Almighty, in promiſing himſelf, 
without aſking it as a Boon, or Favour of Heaven, 
that he ſhould live many Years to enjoy them. His 
Error was not that he was over provident, but too 
preſumptuous. He did well to enlarge his Barns, 
had he but built upon a better Foundation. Had 
his Truſt in God been the Baſis, there had been no 

Flaw in the Building.---A prudent Man, ſays Solomon, 

foreſeetb the Evil, and bideth himſelf; that is, he con- 

' fiders his Dangers, and guards againſt them. He 
looks as far into Futurity as human Foreſight will 
carry him; and then arms and ſecures himſelf as 
ſtrongly as human Prudence. will permit him.-— 
The Dangers which you ought more particularly to 
provide againſt, are Dearth, Sickneſs, bodily Acci- 
dents, or a Stagnation in Trade. Not that ſuch 
Events are to you more certain than to others, 
but the Conſequence more miſchievous. The moſt. 
wealthy Merchant is liable to the ſame Contingen- 
cies ; but when they happen, the Evil is oy Ly 
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prot if Sicknefs ſeizerh bis * his Bread-is 
got and prepared to his Hand. The Loſs of Limb 
is not the Loſs of Living. - If his Sheaf is barren, 
his Magazines are full. He need not be concerned 
for one bad Lear, becauſe he hath laid in a Supply 
for many. But now theſe Calamities to che Man 
who earns his daily Bread by his daily Labour, wWho 
hath no Hoard to flee to, no Fortune or Friend to 
depend on, are inevitable Ruin. And therefore it 
mainly concerns him to fore - arm againſt ſuch Caſu- 
alties, by a provident Foreſight of them, and a pru- 
dent Forecaſt againſt them; by living ſparingly and 
within Bounds, by cutting off all ſuperfluous or un- 
neceſſary Expences, and by. a frugal: Froviſion ; 
againſt the evil Day. _ | 
And now one would think an Exbortation to Fus | 
ality ſhould to you be quite needleſs,; That Wages 
ſo dearly earned ſhould of courſe be carefully uſed 3 
that Gold fetched out of the Fire ſhould be ꝓreci- 
ouſly rated; that, had you no Regard to your fun | 
ture Wants, the Remembrance of your paſt 
bours ſhould oblige you to be parſimonious. But 
I. ſhould flatter. you to ſay there are not ſome 
amongſt you who, though they have the Dili 
gence of the Bee, yet want the Providence of the 
Ant; who profuſely ſpend what they have pair- 
fully got; who diſperſe in Riot what they have 
gather d with Sorrow; who conſume it as laviſhly; 
as if their Money, not their Metal, was dug gut 
of the Earth, or found upon the Highway; or as if 
it was acquired by Violence and Rapine, Fraud and, 
Extortion; or by a much eaſier Forgery than that 
of the Hammer; or, to ſay all at once, as eaſily 
as the corrupt Judge's Gift, the falſe Witneſs's. 
Bribe, or the double-dealing Lawyer's Fee. By 
which wretched, ill Huſbandry they reduce them- 
ſelves to great Straits and Difficulties; are obliged | 
to ſubmit to the ſevereſt Terms which ſhall be im- 
poſed upon them; + 10. cool rather than ſtarve z 
D to 
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to become the Property of, or rather a-Prey unto 
the greedy, griping Dealer; and thereby are hot 


only injurious to themſelves, but to the whole 


Manufacture; and take the likelieſt Means to work 
its utter Ruin and Subverſion. Whereas, would 
ſuch of you, as are faulty in this Particular, be 
perſuaded to go into a different Economy; to the 
reſt of your Arts to add a ſaving Knowledge; to 
be as induſtrious to keep as to get; to moderate 
your Expences, and to lay up every Day a little 
when it is in the Power of your Hand to do it; 
ou might ſoon not only raiſe yourſelves above 
eceſſity and Oppreſſion, but even be numbered 
amongſt the Rich and Honourable; you then, as 
far as is conſiſtent with Virtue and Sobriety, might 
indulge, and ſay, each to his Heart, I will prove 
thee with Mirth, therefore enjoy Pleaſure; you 
might not only begin to build, but be able to finiſh, 
and at once eſcape the Extortion of ſome, and the 
Deriſion of others. In fine, what is now an ex- 
travagant Profuſeneſs, would then be no more 
than a due Circulation, or a Benefit to other Bo- 
dies, without injuring your Wm. 
Zaly, To the two former Cautions or Admoni- 
tions a third yet remains to be added, without 
which all other Methods will be uſeleſs, and of no 
Value; that is, That you will not be wanting in 
your religious Duties, but to a publicł and prudent 
Join a pious Spirit. We have not only the Words 
of the Wiſe; but Reaſon and Experience, and 
the Authority of God himſelf, for the Truth of 
that Maxim, That Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation. 
And if a Nation, then by neceſſary Conſequence 
a Community. Religion and Virtue, by their 
own ſimple Power and Efficacy, or without bor- 
rowing any Aids from ſpecial Promiſes, or a ſpe- 
cial Providence, naturally tend to the Advance- 
.ment of any Society or Body of Men. No Rule, 
or Maxim, or Policy, ever was or can be . 
e . JV 
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: for their Ha e or Welfare, to o which a 
not. true an 

Relation to your particular Body, conſidered a 
publick and a provident Spirit as conducive to'its: 
Intereft. But now both theſe Inſtruments” or- 
Means receive great Strength and Aſſiſtance from 
them. As to the firſt of theſe, a publick Spirit; 
Religion is to the moral, what the Sun is to the 
vegetable World. As this, by its genial Heat, 
opens the cloſe Bud, and gives all its Powers En- 
largement, ſo that by a näble and generous 
Warmth opens Man's Heart, and diſpoſeth it to. 
the moſt diffuſive Acts of -Kindneſs and Bene vo- 
lence. Nor is it leſs uſeful to the End of Fruga- 


lity, by promoting Temperance and Sobriety, 


and ſubduing or reſtraining the Tufts of the Fleſh, 
and the Pride of Life.-—So far Reaſon is our Wit- 
neſs.-—If we conſult Experience, there again we 
ſhall. find, that the Riſe and Fall, the Progreſs 
and Declenſion of Monarchies and States, King: 
doms and Empires, have commonly kept true and 
equal Pace with their Virtues or Vices.-—Laſtly, 
| = we have Recourſe to the Lau, and to the Teſti- 
, there we ſhall be informed, that at what 
Tim me the righteous. Judge of all the Earth deter 
mines 70 plant and build, or to pluck up and deſtroy 
any Nation or People, their Righteouſneſs or Sin- 
Falnefs is the Rule ef Judgment. But I have the 
leſs Reaſon to dwell upon this Topick,' fince you. 
have ſo lately given a ftrong and: unexceptionable - 
Inſtance how much you are governed by the Prin 
ciple I am recommending. He muſt be Stranget 
in our 1frael, who is ignorant how ſorely his Tun 
hath been diſtreſſed for want of an additional Place 


of | Worthip: The many fruitleſs Projects chat 


were ſet on Foot before it could ſay to F Feruſalem, 
Thou ſhalt Be built; or to the Temple, thy Foundation - 
ſpall: be laid. When laid; the many - Agverſarzed 
which oy to weaken 2 Hands of tbe Builders, and 
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faithful Auxiliaries. We have, in 
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to binder them from building. When built, the 


many Years it ſtood an uſeleſs Pile; a Monument 


rather of the Builder's Folly than tending to God's 


Honour: And inſtead of a new Church, looking 


like the Ruins of an old one.---And now, when 


Matters were brought to this > cs who. was it 


that was moſt ſtudious and induſtrious to mend 
them? By whoſe Care and Concern was that ſa- 
cred Cauſe awaked out of the Lethargy into which 
the Craft of one, the Careleſneſs of another, and 


the comfortleſs Hope of a third had caſt it? 


When this ſpiritually famiſhed People, like Jo- 


 ſepb's Brethren, looked wiſhfully one upon another, 


each ſuing for that Relief which none of them 

could give, who were the: moſt inftrumental ta 
the ſupplying them with Food, and removing the 
Famine ? Who but the Corporation? And though 
their Zeal carried them ſome Lengths for their 


Redreſs, which are not ſtrictly to be warranted, 


yet God regarding the Piety of their Hearts more 
than the Error of their Judgment, proſper'd their 
Endeavours, and brought Good out of Evil. 
But here, in order to pay you the higher Compli- 
ment, I ought not to derogate from the Merits of 
its firſt Founder, who maugre all Pretences to the 
contrary, muſt be acknowledg'd an extraordinary 
Benefactor; whoſe Bounty muſt be allow d by 


every one who thinks as charitably as he acted, by 


every one whoſe Eyes are not held by the ſtrongeſt 
Infatuation of Prejudice or Envy, to have been 


exceeding great; of whom the leaſt we can ſay in 
his Favour is, that he loved our Town, and hath 


Puilt us a Synagogue. Neither would I ſeem, by 


giving ſo great a Share to your Corporation, in 


procuring for us the Uſe. of our new Church, to 
overlook or diminiſh. the noble Liberality of that 


A . 


— 2 truly Honourable Perſon, who after a very 


large Contribution towards raifing the Fabrick, by 
@ yet larger Sum opened us the 
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muſt fay, that the charity of the one, in nat Ap- 
pearance, had been loſt; and this laſt Generoſit yr f 
of the other, been prevented, without the knee 
Interpoſition and pious Pains of your Communitys i 
eſpecially of your then worthy Head or DES - 
Who no ſooner was inveſted with that Authori | 
but he addreſſed himſelf to his Aſſociates, as N 
hemiah' to the Jews, Ye ſee the Diftreſs"that we are 
in, how Jeruſalem lieth waſte. © Come let us build up 
the Walls of Jeruſalem, ' that we be no more 4 R. 
proach, And though many Sanballats aroſe to laugh 
| him 10 Scorn, and deſpiſe him for the Attempt, 
yet he reſolutely purſued it, truſting (as with Con- 
fidence he might) that the Hand of God was upon” 
him for Good, and therefore would crown his La- 
' hour of Love with Glory and Succeſs; - And had 
the ſame Spirit, ſo valuable in him, exerted itſelf 
in others, we ſhould have rio Reaſon to-complain. 
with the Elders of the Jes, and fince that Time 
_ now hath it been building, and yet it is not 
_ finiſhed; but ſhould have ſeen it perfected both in 
Uſe and Beauty, and happily ſet in its full State. 
o that when I conſider this your commendable 
Zeal for the Honour of God, ſo fully diſplay:d in 
this memorable: Inſtance of your Piety, my Buſi- 
neſs ſeems to be not ſo much to perſuade you to 
the Practice of religious Duties, as to enc 
your Perſeverance in them: 'That ye loſe not the 
Things -which ye have torought ; ; but that Je ny: 1. 
ceive a full Retard. | 
I) heſe are the Cautions I piojbe's to offer to 
you ou for the Advancement of your Corporation. 
hat you will have no ſelfiſh Schemes, no private ; 
Regards abſtracted from the Intereſt of the Pub- 4 
lick ; but conſider yourſelves in the ſame Light in 3 
which the Law conſiders every Body politick, . ; 
2 
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that is, as one Perſon, yea in the ſame Lighe in 
which both Reaſon and Religion conſider you, 
that Hough many Aube, Je are all but one —Tha | 
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2 be: many; but by all proper Savings and Retrench- '_ 
ments, up in Store againſt the. evil Day, or Day 
of Necefty.—That you will continue to preſerye 
Io Bene: oh 3 Upon FOR: Minds; 5 


you will Honour him in his holy Name and his N ord ;. 
attend upon his Ordinances, and obſerve his Lats; 


you will add to 4 publick,, A are and to A we 


Portion of her right Hand, Length. of Days, or ra- 
So ſhall you live out your appointed Time in 


70 5 
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1 t you 3 be provident, al, 1 and 
ſparing in your Expences; not, let the preſent ter- 
s your Views, but extend them to ears to 
e; not waſte in, the Gratificatiens of one Da 
would have ſatisfied the · neceſſary Demands *- 


gp Labour, to its moſt ee 3 15 
nor riſe again without renewing the Tribute + That 


keep his Sabbaths aud reverence his Sanctuary. All ; 
which may be briefly comprehended in this, that 


dent a pious Spirit. 1 

So ſhall your Manufacture x VE: 5 as. Hourching 8 
as it is ingenious; and, notwithſtanding the pre- 5 
ſent Cloud which hangs: over it, vye Greatneſs, as 
well as Dexterity, with any in-the three gde 
So ſhall ye Have a good Reward for your Labour; 
in this World, Virtue's left Hand Dowry-of Riches 
and Honour ; and in the next, that more valuable : 


ther Days without End, even Life everlaſting, 


Peace and Plenty, the Bleſſing promiſed to the 
diligent Hand; and when. the. Night. of Death 
cometh, that you can no longer work, be rewarded 
with-an eternal Reſt and Recompence; be admit: 
ted into thoſe bleſſed Manſions where. there ſhall - 
be z more Sorrow, nor Pain, nor Oppreſſion z lie 
down in the Grave in Peace, aud riſe again in | 
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